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Three Reasons Your 
Automated Test Isnôt 

Automatic  
(é and how to fix it) 



Todayôs Presentation 

 

What do we ideally want from 

automated software test? 

What do we actually get? 

Whatôs underlying the disparity? 

Resource Mgmt, Harness Automation, Results 

How do we fix those problems! 
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Automated System Test Isnôt 

 

 

PART 1: 

What do we want? 
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A zillion kinds of software testé 

Unit System 

Author Developer QA/Integrators 

Model white box, test code black box, tests product 

Invocation IDE/build tool, simple Custom harness, complex 

Definitions In the code In an external system 

Duration Seconds to Minutes Hours to Days 

Frequency varies widely Required for release 

Maturity varies widely Usually high 

July 16, 2010 Slide 4 



Weôre interested in System Test 

Unit System 

Author Developer QA/Integrators 

Model white box, test code black box, tests product 

Invocation IDE/build tool, simple Custom harness, complex 

Definitions In the code In an external system 

Duration Seconds to Minutes Hours to Days 

Frequency varies widely Required for release 

Maturity varies widely Usually high 
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What is System Test?  

July 16, 2010 Slide 6 

1) Hunt For Evil 
(meet criteria, you fail) 



What is System Test?  
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1) Hunt For Evil 
(meet criteria, you fail) 

2) Approve Goodness      
(meet criteria, you're in) 



What is System Test?  
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These are stream filters 

Software Test is not  a filter 

Take multiple samples, test one product 

1) Hunt For Evil 
(meet criteria, you fail) 

2) Approve Goodness      
(meet criteria, you're in) 


