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I wanted to share a little background information that may help to provide perspective.   I’ve been in the QA profession for six years, 3 ½ as a tester and 2 ½ as a manager.   I was excited at the opportunity to attend my first conference. As I prepared for the conference, attending all the tracks that I wanted to seemed unmanageable. So, I decided to go with a simple approach.  

I reviewed the materials to figure out which sessions to attend. I spoke with two others individual who had attended prior conferences.  This provided some insights and helped with my selections.  I discovered another person from my company was to attend the conference so we made sure to attend different sessions to maximize our information gathering.  

My conclusion for the conference tracks was to selection ones that 
· Would support our current development process

· Would give me perspective, insight and ideas for the next steps in my IT/QA organization.  

· Reinforce some basics 
· Ones that provided networking and ideas sharing
I spent a little time researching each speaker via the internet.  This was more difficult than I expected but I was able to find information in various discussion groups.  

I had a plan, I knew the sessions I was going to attend and I was ready to roll. 
I arrived bright eyed, (except for that 3 hour time difference) and ready to go.  The QAI Staff was very hospitable and provided many of the same details that were discovered in my preparation.  They offered the following pointers:
· Attend sessions that interest you, feel free to jump around if a session is not meeting your needs

· Share feedback on each speaker and session topic, Share feedback on the conference
· The networking opportunity is invaluable, utilize this opportunity.

· There were breaks with beverages and delicious deserts in the afternoon.
Overall the environment was comfortable, friendly and supported networking.  You had the opportunity to talk with the speakers, attendees and QAI staff at every turn.    In all, this was a positive event for me.  I offer my thanks and appreciation to SASQAG and QAI for making this sponsorship opportunity available.
Sincerely,

Steven Blaire

